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A Toolkit for Change  

October is Homelessness Awareness Month. 
 
The United States of America is one of the wealthiest countries in the world but, 
sadly, it is also a nation distinguished by homelessness and extreme poverty. 
Homelessness is a solvable problem. However, solving it requires an educated  
community that works together in a coordinated and consistent way. 
 
The greatest obstacles in the fight to end homelessness are the misunderstanding, 
fear and stereotypes that surround the issue. If we hope to achieve systemic 
change, we must be educated before we feel moved to take action. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Those who fear homelessness must first understand it. Those who are              
compassionate volunteers and advocates must realize that many of the ways we 
address homelessness are outdated, and only manage the problem instead of 
working to end it. 

Join PATH 
during Octoberôs 

Homelessness Awareness Month: 

A month-long campaign to encourage understanding and      

urgency about a problem causing people to die on our streets.  

Educate, Advocate, Act!  

People Assisting The Homeless (PATH) has been dedicated to ending homelessness for        
individuals, families and communities throughout  Southern California since 1984. We want this 
advocacy campaign to grow from a local, grassroots approach, while spreading awareness about 
the permanent supportive housing that is successfully addressing homelessness in communities 
throughout the nation. Learn more at www.epath.org. 

http://www.epath.org
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Education  

National Homelessness Statistics1 

 

§ 643,067 people are homeless on any given night in the United States. 
§ Of that number, 238,110 are people in families and 404,957 are individuals. 
§ 17% of the homeless population is ñchronically homeless.ò 
§ 12% of the homeless population (67,000 people) are veterans. 
 

 

Local Homelessness Statistics2 

 

§ 51,340 people are homeless on any given night  in Los Angeles County. 
§ The homeless population is aging; nearly 34% of chronically homeless people are 55 or older. 
This will increase the public cost of homelessness. 

§ Within LAôs homeless population, 33% of homeless individuals have a mental  illness, 34% 
have substance abuse issues and 22% have a physical disability. 

§ 18% of LAôs homeless are veterans, a 3% increase from 2009. Veterans have a higher rate of 
chronic homelessness than the general population. 

§ Family members experiencing homelessness comprise 8% of the total homeless population. 

1 

The Solution: Permanent Supportive Housing
3
 

 
An integrated system focused on rapidly housing people with the support they need to thrive is 
critical to ending homelessness in Los Angeles.  This approach allows us to utilize public and  
private dollars far more effectively and efficiently. By focusing on solutions for chronic and       
veteran homelessness, we allow our mainstream and homeless services systems to quickly    
resolve short-term crises and provide critical interventions to return individuals and families to 
stability. 
 
Currently, our public systems invest $875 million each year to manage homelessness in our    
region rather than end it. This cost includes homeless individualsô use of emergency rooms, jails, 
shelters, and other crisis services 
 
Chronically homeless individuals are disproportionately represented among the most frequent 
and high cost users of public services, as a result of their health, mental health, and substance 
abuse challenges.   $650 million, three quarters of the total resources addressing homelessness, 
is estimated to be consumed by one quarter of the homeless population. 
 
The foundation of a re-imagined system is the notion that housing stability is a critical first step on 
the road to wellness. Vital health, mental health, and other supportive services are then provided 
after individuals are housed, enabling them to better address these challenges. 

1. National Alliance to End Homelessness.  ñSnapshots of Homelessness.ò  URL: www.endhomelessness.org/section/about_homelessness/snapshot_of_homelessness. 

2. Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority.  ñ2011 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count Report.ò   URL: www.theycountwillyou.org/resources/Doc/Report-W-Exec-Summary.pdf.  2011. 

3. United Way of Greater Los Angeles.  ñHome for Good.ò  URL: Good. http://www.homeforgoodla.org/Home_For_Good.pdf.  FALL 2010. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Please use this information as a reference for how you can best support people   
living on the streets in your community. 
 

Should I give money to a homeless person? 
No. Giving money to someone living on the streets sustains their lifestyle instead of encouraging 
them to seek housing and services. If the person is hungry, buy him or her a sandwich instead of 
giving money. Many homeless advocates keep hygiene kits, snacks, water bottles and/or new 
socks on-hand in case they encounter someone in need. 

 

Is it safe to talk to a homeless person? 
Each person has a different situation, and a different attitude 
about their circumstances, that affects their willingness to talk. If 
the person seems approachable, use eye contact and speak to 
him or her with respect. Never talk to someone who seems   
upset, hostile or dangerous. Trust your gut instinct about what 
is safe and/or welcomed. Also, it is important to maintain safe 
and appropriate boundaries. Do NOT provide homeless         
individuals with your personal contact information. 
 

Why do most people become homeless? 
People become homeless for many reasons, including job loss, domestic violence, lack of         
affordable housing, under-employment, health issues, substance abuse, natural disasters, and 
more. Each person has a unique life history and unique issues that have contributed to their     
current situation. 
 

Are all homeless people mentally unstable? 
Definitely not. Of people experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles, 33% are living with a mental 
illness, many of whom are stable when receiving the support and/or medications they need. It is 
important to move past the stereotype that all homeless people are ñcrazyò and beyond our help. 
 

Shouldnôt homeless people go to Skid Row, where 
there are so many service providers? 
Homelessness is a regional issue. It needs to be recognized as 
such, so that comprehensive services can be provided within 
each community. We should not rely on our neighbors       
downtown to solve homelessness for our communities. If there 
are no service providers available in your community, then look 
for outside resources. 
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Online Advocacy 
During October, dedicate your communications to Homelessness Awareness Month 
and urge others to do the same. It just takes a few seconds to spread the word! 
 

1. Friend, follow, and become a fan of PATH! Your support means a lot to us, and following 
our social media accounts ensures you receive updates on upcoming events regarding local 
homelessness issues, as well as how to get involved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Participate by posting this status: ñThis week, I am going to bring a sack lunch every day  
instead of going out. I am going to donate the money I save to help People Assisting The 
Homeless (PATH) transform lives for homeless people in Los Angeles.ò 

3. Change your profile picture to the Homelessness Awareness Month logo. Download it at 
http://www.epath.org/awareness/Homeless-Awareness-Month-Logo-3.png. 
 
Include the  following caption: ñIn honor of Homelessness    
Awareness Month, I am dedicating my Facebook photo to PATHôs 
initiative to spread awareness about local homeless issues and how 
to permanently end homelessness. Itôs a solvable problem and we 
must focus on housing the most vulnerable people living on our 
streets. Learn more at www.epath.org/awareness.ò 

4. Post a photo of the last time you volunteered to help people experiencing homelessness, and 
be sure to tag PATH in it! NOTE: Please be considerate of othersô privacy and do not post  
recognizable photos of people receiving services without their permission. 

5. Update your email signature to include the following: ñIôm observing Homelessness     
Awareness Month! Learn more at: http://www.epath.org/awareness.ò 

6. Challenge yourself and your friends to live on $15 per day for one week, and then write a 

blog about it. 

7. Dedicate a daily Tweet or Facebook status update to posting the statistics about         

homelessness provided in the education section of this packet. 

Facebook.com/PATH.LA PovertyInsights.org @PATHPartners 

http://www.epath.org/awareness/Homeless-Awareness-Month-Logo-3.png
http://www.epath.org/awareness
http://www.epath.org/awareness
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Faith-based Advocacy 
 
Homelessness Awareness Month is a great opportunity to unite the faith community with a     
common goal: Understanding and helping those who are homeless. Faith groups can play a major 
role in educating the public and encouraging people to get involved. 
 
Here are some suggestions for how faith groups can create a moral voice for homelessness: 
 
 

Dedicate sermons and discussions to homelessness. 
Consider addressing some of the following themes/questions:  

§ How do we identify what we need, what we want and what we can do without? How do we  
define excess and luxury? 

§ How do we use our answers to these questions to help people in our community? 
§ How do we strive to treat those without wealth or without a home as equals? 
§ What is the difference between a house and a home? Where does the idea of ñshelterò fit in? 
§ How do relationships, friendship, love and faith contribute to the idea of ñhome?ò 
§ For those who are not in a position to give financially, what are other ways to give? 
§ What is our obligation to be good stewards of our community? 
 

 

Have a conversation. 
If hosting a soup kitchen or serving a meal is a program at your 
congregation, realize that itôs not just the food thatôs important, 
but also the company. Sit down and talk or participate in an   
activity with the patrons you serve. Learning their story and    
offering feedback will be valuable to both parties. Make sure to 
maintain safe boundaries. 
 

 

Hold a memorial for lives lost to homelessness. 

Show the community that people care about those who die on our streets. Make a public       
statement that people who are homeless are cherished as neighbors. 
 
 

Host a panel on homelessness. 

Invite service providers, local leaders and homeless individuals to 
participate in a panel discussion about homelessness in your  
community. Show videos and distribute fact sheets to those who 
attend. 
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Faith-based Advocacy (continued) 
 
 

Reflect 
Itôs important to encourage self-reflection to determine what is needed in our lives, what is wanted 
and what provides dignity. Reflection helps determine how best to serve our homeless neighbors. 
 
 
 

Incorporate religious text.  
Emphasize the fact that helping the poor and homeless is a common 
theme tying multiple faith traditions together. Focus on verses and     
stories that address helping people in need. 
 
 
 

Tie homelessness into existing religious traditions. 

Identify ways to incorporate homelessness into traditions you already observe. 
 
For example, the Jewish holiday of Sukkot occurs October 12-19, 2011. 
 
ñA Sukkah is a temporary, simple dwelling away from all the comforts and conveniences which we 
think of as absolutely necessary for life. How can this Sukkot be an opportunity to reflect on what 
we truly need and what we can afford to share with others? Sukkot should be an opportunity to 
rededicate ourselves to putting a permanent end to homelessness.ò 

Rabbi Adam Greenwald, Temple IKAR 
 
Use Sukkot as an opportunity to build awareness. Print out the Homelessness Awareness logo 
included at the end of this packet and hang it in the sukkah with an orange ribbon. 
 

 
 

Donate items that people moving into new 
homes need. 
Welcome formerly homeless people to their new homes by 
donating necessary apartment furniture and supplies. Have 
your faith group gather items that people need and donate 
them to PATH or another local nonprofit organization. Learn 
more about how you can help with our Welcome Home Kit: 
http://tinyurl.com/3s839w8. 

http://tinyurl.com/3s839w8
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Political Advocacy 
 

Most advocacy issues are time-sensitive and are hard to anticipate in advance. But, 
when help is needed, timely action from supporters like you is critical. 
 
Join PATHôs mailing list to stay informed as advocacy issues arise. We collaborate 
with local and national partners to garner support for homelessness advocacy      
issues, which are often related to important funding that impacts supportive         
services. 
 
 
 

Stay informed! 

Join PATHôs mailing list at: 
http://tinyurl.com/3aw248x. 

http://tinyurl.com/3aw248x
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Youth Advocacy: Wants vs. Needs 
Look at the pictures below, and circle whether each one is a WANT or a NEED. 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED House Jewelry 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED Toys Soap 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED Ice Cream Fruit 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED Doctor Makeup 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED T.V. Car 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED Clothes Bed 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED Water Computer 

WANT      NEED WANT      NEED Fridge Fast Food 
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